Qur next production will be the
1992 Olivier Awards Corredy of the Year

An Evening with
Gary Lineker

at The Tvol Theatre
5th-8th March 1997

Don't be a Waddle or a Southgate
— rake sure Lou don't mss it!

Warning: this play contains explicit lanquage
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"Alan Bennett's
most gloriously
funny play"

'a brilliant, AN
perception J¥ a nation
in decline, as seen
LI R the eyes of a
home- grown school play
A a classic'
(Daily Mail)
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Colourcraft

(Wimborne)

THE BEST DECORATING
STORE IN DORSET

¢ Dulux, Crown, Valspar
and Brolac Paint at
competitive Prices

e Large Wallpaper stock

e Pattern Book loan service

e Co-ordinating Fabrics and

Curtian make-up service

Ceramic Tiles

All decorating sundries

11 West Borough
(just of the square)
WIMBORNE
Tel: (01202) 882784

NN

AT

SQUARE
CORNER

7 THE SQUARE
WIMBORNE
01202 880954

for SPECIAL GIFTS
CARDS
COOKWARE
CAKE DECORATION
CAKE TINHIRE
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Quinneys

26 West Borough Wimborne
opposite Tivoli Theatre
Licensed

Purveyors of good homecooking,
tea & coffee and homemade cakes
since 195%

-
o

Childrens Playroom &
Baby Changing Facilities available
Friday evening open for
light snacks before theatre
Also for Bistro meals
all at reasonable prices
Bistro booking essential

Telephone 01202 283518

5 &
Minster flowerr

8 THE SQUARE
¥~ WIMBORNE
BH21 1JA

Foods
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Tel: WIMBORNE 884354

Patrons Of
WIMBOERNE| Success with this production at

A% DeanA

FURNITRE BEDS CARPETS CURTAINS LINENS
FREE HOME ESTIMATING SERVICE

CURTAINS & LOOSE COVERS MADE IN OUR OWN WORKSHbPS

We wisb Wimborne Drama every

The Tivoli

Poole Corner East Street
WIMBORNE & 883311

Family run, with plenty of
experience and friendliness

Guinea Pigs, Rabbits, Finches, { B
Budgies etc. now in stock 1

COMPANIONS
el e el

B/W Copying
Plan Copying

Fax _Se.rvice
° Prinfing

A 16 East St. Wimborne
S, DorsetBH21'1DT

: 0]202 3%"’




"VYE OLDE | .

TUCK NEW & USED CAR SALES
SH@P PE" Fixed Price Repairs
& Servicing
e <> <>
K el MOTs While you Wait
CONFECTIONERY or By appointment
TOBACCO
NEWSPAPERS =
BREAD & CAKES PETROL ATTENDED SERVICE
VIDEO HIRE 23 West Street
O WEST BOROUCH Wimborne
50 YDS EROM THIS THEATRE Tel (01202) 882261

11 LEIGH ROAD, WIMBORNE, BH21 1AB
TEL: (01202) 880014
OPEN MON-SAT 9.30am-5pm
EMBROIDERY AND CANVAS WORK SPECIALIST
MAIL ORDER SERVICE ¢ GIFT VOUCHERS

WE STOCK AN EXCITING RANGE OF THREADS BY:
ANCHOR v¢ APPLETONS v¢r CARON COLLECTION v DMC
GUTERMANN t¢ KREINIK ¢ MADEIRA ¢ NEEDLE
NECESSITIES v¢ RAINBOW GALLERY <¢ STEF FRANCIS

A COLOURFUL RANGE OF FABRICS INCLUDING:
AIDA <¢ LINEN < CALICO 7¢ MUSLIN <r JOBELAN
WADDING vr CANVAS

A LARGE SELECTION OF:

KITS FOR CROSS STITCH, BLACKWORK, TAPESTRY, ETC
CANVASES 7¢r BOOKS v¢r CHARTS t¢r CARDS % SILK PAINTS
BEADS ¢ PATCHWORK ¢ QUILTING vt STANDS ¢ LIGHTS

AND MANY MORE ACCESSORIES

WEEKLY CLASSES v« WORKSHOPS 10am-4pm 10

Thinking of starting embroidery or do you have an embroidery problem?
Pop along and see us. We offer a friendly, helpful and personal service
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40 EAST STREET
WIMBORNE

DORSET BRIAN DRYDEN
Telephone: 880593 Hoover Centre ’,.
@
RS RESTAURANT

Electrolux ¥¢ Panasonic

Your friendly independent dealer

CLOIST

—LICENSED — ;
Numatic v¢ VAX
Fresh Ground Coffee
Home Made Cakes & Pastries plus a Wide Rtl;""’ Sales
Breakfast df. Ewmrfs ;
Home Made Soups Akt Se,rwce
Full & Varied Lunch Menu Repairs
A selection of children's meals
are available No 1 The Square
fi 2
Afternoon Teas Wimborne 886450

Our full menu is available All Day

NOW OPEN FOR
SUNDAY LUNCH

and Crossways, 175 Station Road
West Moors 876869

Best Wishes

to Wimborne Drama Club
their latest production ...

local news

first

COMMUNITY

MAGAZINES !d

PUBLISHERS OF:

*& Wimborne and Ferndown Magazine
«*3 Broadstone ond Corfe Mullen Magazine
Ringwood and Verwood Magazine

24 West Street Wimborne
Dorset BH21 1JS

Tel: (01202) 841202
Fax: (01202) 849271

Ad. Doc. DX 45310 WIMBORNE




E.C. DOUCH
& SON

PROBABLY THE FINEST
SELECTION OF FABRICS
IN THE AREA

SANDERSON, CROWSON
BLENDWORTH, LIBERTY ETC

T ZFEN |
TA H.f& STOCKISTS OF
THE W@OD S) CURTAIN TRACKS & POLES

MAKING UP SERVICE AVAILABLE
A Uniquely §) hemed Jraditional Hoy Shop

AN e R e P P A

Draditional ~wooden toys, games, puzeles & books WIMBORNE
(01202) 882936

9. West Street, Wimborne. Hel: 841676 3 THE SQUARE, WIMBORNE

Also an unusual & comprehensive collection o_f
I 7 N7 + L <+ 5 J

naturalistic sof( animals & birds imany hand-crafted in<Pritain)

sticks &stones (Fireplaces|
Traditionsl & Modern Fireplaces
1:2 West Row, Wimborne
Dorset BHAI 1LA
Tel: (01R02) 880170

Fax: (01303) 881036

Wimborne Drama is
always pleased to
welcome new faces
to its friendly club

patrons,

ar L
Iji?ivertisers & Frien

for youl
Thank ygusupport of

taue
coﬂtln eDfama

To find out when we WimborR® ~ .y your
hope you )
next meet, eyening:

speak to Richard or
Chrissie on
(01202) 533867

Whatever your age or
theatre experience,
they would love to hear
from you

L adios Classéic
Separates

Specialists in gualily knitwear
S ccessovies in puve sk and

real lealber

8/:9'[4‘14 Jloral perfumes &
lodletsies by SH)
33 High Street -
Wimborne 10
Minster
Tel: 01202
841044
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Bayquest Ltd. POLYTHENE FOR PACKAGING
(Bags, Sacks, Carriers, Tubing, etc.)

PLAIN OR PRINTED EX-STOCK or MADE TO ORDER
ALSO STRETCH-WRAP & S/A TAPES

Phone David Calvert for Prices & Samples

, Tel: 01202 893473 Tel/Fax; 01202 870964
Unit 27, Uddens Ind. Est., Wimborne BH21 7LG




Players’ Notes

Jeremy Austin has appeared in two of
our Tivoli productions over the past
twelve months: he played Detective
Sergeant Troughton in Run For Your
Wife and Samuel Pepys in And So To
Bed. With other drama groups he has
appeared as Fred in Semi Detached,
Editor in Our Town and Gosforth in
Gosforth's Fete.

Geoff Whipp has appeared in many
plays including Lord Arthur Savile in
Lord Arthur Savile's Crime, Hugo and
Frederick in Ring Round the Moon, as
well as several pantomimes. He was
voted HTV's 'Actor of the Year' in 1990
for his portrayal of Gosforth in
Gosforth's Fete. More recently he has
appeared in Shakespearian productions
(Demetrius in A Midsummer Night's
Dream, Gratiano in The Merchant of
Venice and Berowne in Love's Labour's
Lost) and had a small supporting role in
Emma, due to be screened on television
next month. Geoff will direct
Wimborne Drama's March 1997
production, the comedy An Evening
with Gary Lineker.

Richard Neal returns to an acting role
having directed our most recent
production, Woman in Mind. His previous
roles with Wimbomne Drama include
Malcolm in Bedroom Farce, Dennis in
One For The Road, Charles I in And So
To Bed and John Smith in Run For Your
Wife. With his former drama groups he
has appeared in a number of plays,
including Alphabetical Order, Outside
Edge and The Real Thing.

Rebecca Gunnell was last seen as
Lucy in Woman in Mind and
previously as Mary Smith in Ray
Cooney's Run For Your Wife. She has
acted and sung in musicals and opera,
including Magic Flute, The
Gondoliers and Dido and Aeneas. At
college she wrote the music for an
adaptation of Cinderella.

Val Mantle makes her debut for
Wimborne Drama, but her face will be
familiar to followers of Broadstone
Players and Ferndown Drama Group for
whom she has made many appearances
since 1968, including Renee in the
female version of The Odd Couple, Mrs
Finney in The Mating Game, Marion in
Absurd Person Singular, Sybil in
Private Lives, Sister Laura in Abelard &
Heloise and Jane in Nude with Violin.

Margaret Pope last appeared on the
Tivoli stage as Julia in And So To Bed.
She has acted many roles for Wimborne
Drama, including Scrooge in The
Farndale Avenue Housing Estate

. Townswomen's Guild Dramatic Soci-

ety's Production of A Christmas Carol,
Miss Mitchum-Browne in The Secret
Tent and a cockney woman in Frost on
the Rose.

Barry Baynton (Director) played Bill
in Woman in Mind. Previously he was
seen as Detective Sergeant Porterhouse
in Run For Your Wife and Earnest in
Bedroom Farce. Barry's acting credits
with other groups in London and
Bournemouth include Absurd Person
Singular, Ten Times Table, An Inspector
Calls and Lord Arthur Savile's Crime.
This is the first play Barry has directed
for Wimborne Drama.

Nick Watkins (Lighting Director) joined
the Club 1992 and has been involved in
lighting the twelve or so shows performed
since then. In 1994 Nick started helping
at the Tivoli, and is now heavily involved
in nearly every show there -- which will
total nearly 70 this year. These have
included Chris Barber, Val Doonican,
Bradley Walsh, Barry Cryer and Willie
Rushton, Carmen, and Liberty Mountain
Elvis. He also has his own small lighting
rig which he tours under 'SPOT Lighting'
and has been involved in most of the
Wimborne Arts Festival shows this year.
He has also lit a number of performances
at his school, QE. Nick is now 16 and has
just started studying for his A-levels.

Director’s Notes

When I was a young lad and a
member of ‘No Girls Allowed in Our
Gang’, a task fulfilled was rewarded
by a turn on someone’s roller skates.

If I am honest, I suppose it is nearly
forty years on from those days, and as
part of the task tonight I will ask you
to play a role in a play I have long
wanted to be associated with.

My colleagues breathed heavily
when I made it clear the play could be
staged. Certainly Wimborne Drama is
fortunate to have the Tivoli as home
base, room enough with the mid-
touring size stage. The first reading
produced much laughter, so I guess
the cause of increased pulses was the
thought of over twenty young
performers spending almost the entire
performance on stage without
fidgeting! ‘But from where will you
get them all?’ they thought.

I needed a school where blazers are
used, so I am very grateful to the
Headmaster of Poole Grammar for
allowing the school’s uniform to
become that of Albion House.

The boys themselves have been
recruited from Poole Grammar, Queen
Elizabeth’s, Corfe Hills, Ashdown,
Allenbourn and St Michael’s — and
everyone gets along just fine!

I said earlier you will take part in
the play. You are the parents and
friends of Albion House School.
Forty Years On has a very complicated
structure due to the way it developed:
a play within a play...within a play. It
is seldom performed because of this,
and also because it employs such a
large cast. Wimborne Drama is
eternally grateful to the young
performers who have given so much
of their time to to be in the play. We

quite literally could not have done it
without them.
Give us a go on your roller skates!

THE first London performance of
Forty Years On was given on 31st
October 1968 at the Apollo Theatre.
John Gielgud, Paul Eddington,
Dorothy Reynolds, Nora Nicholson
and the author himself were in the
cast.

Bennett says that one way to look at
Forty Years On is "as an elaborate life-
support system for the preservation of
bad jokes". Bennett likes bad jokes,
and also what might at the time, or
even now, have been regarded as
slightly off-colour ones. Fortunately
Forty Years On was one of the plays on
the desk of the Lord Chamberlain
when the powers of that office expired
in 1968 and stage censorship was
abolished. Any 'bad taste' in the script
remains gloriously intact.

Hugh and Moggie, the upper-class
couple who sit out the Second World
War in the basement of Claridge's,
were invented as a device by which to
string together a series of parodies
which Bennett had written separately
and stockpiled for possible use in a
review. They were the right age and
social set to have memories of Law-
rence of Arabia, Oscar Wilde and
Bloomsbury, but this made the whole
exercise -- in Bennett's view -- rather
snobbish. By putting their reminis-
cences into the framework of a school
play, he defused the problem, as in this
context the class attitudes of Hugh,
Moggie and Nursie are simultaneously
celebrated and mildly lampooned. Of
course, in order to have a school play,
one must have a school, and Albion
House itself becomes a metaphor for
England in decline.



ALBION HOUSE SCHOOL PRESENTS
“SPEAK FOR ENGLAND,
ARTHUR”

Your programme of events for tonight
is as follows:

Headmaster’s Welcome &
School Song

The School Play,

“Speak for England, Arthur”

1939 Claridge’s basement. Hugh,
Nursie, Moggie and Christopher

1900 Lady Dundown, Withers,
Gerald Grosvenor

1939-40 Claridge’s basement. Hugh,
Nursie, Moggie

1906 Max Beerbohm

1908 Nanny Gibbins, Hugh’s boyhood

1939 Chamberlain’s resignation

1968 Edward VII history lesson

1909 Lawrence of Arabia

1940 Dunkirk

1913 Lady Ottoline Morrell,
Bertrand Russell

1940 Battle of Britain

1914 Osbert Sitwell, “Great Morning”
Raymond Asquith
Doomed Youth

Interval

1918 The end of the War

1941 Claridge’s basement. Hugh,
Nursie, Moggie

1922 Leonard Woolf, “DownHill All
The Way”
The Bloomsbury Set

1942 Claridge’s basement. Hugh,
Nursie, Moggie

1929 The Death of Lord Rosebery

1968 Confirmation Class

1936 Sapper. Leithen, Hannay, Sandy
Clanroyden

1944 The Invasion

1938 Harold Nicolson, “Diaries and
Letters”
The Court of History

1939 Speak for England, Arthur

1945 Victory
G.J.Whyte-Melville, “Lines
Written in Dejection”

1968 The End

Alan Bennett's FO rty Ye arS O Il

Headmaster Jeremy Austin
Franklin, a housemaster Geoff Whipp
Tempest, a junior master Richard Neal
Miss Sharpe, the music mistress Rebecca Gunnell
Matron Val Mantle
Miss Nisbitt, the Bursar's Secretary Margaret Pope

Brewster-Smith, the Head Boy

Ian Shearman

Bottomley ; Tom Benson
Cartwright Oliver Hall
Charteris '} Alex Dunnachie
Crabtree ' Paul Ridden
Dishforth Michael Knott
Foster Olly Rouse
Gillings Paul Wilshaw
Jarvis Lee Lasnon
Kinley (treble) Matthew Burden
Leadbetter Jonathan Kelley
Lord Alex Graham
Macilwaine Adrian Brady
Moss (trumpet) Tim Brooks
Rumbold Will Mann
Salter Iain Trickett
Skinner Robert Franklin
Spooner Wayne Dewey
Tupper Nicholas Burch
Tredgold (cello) Oliver Hopper
Wigglesworth Christos Lawton
Wimpenny % Philip Burgess

i

Directed by Barry Baynton
1

The play is set within the Assembly Hall
of Albion House School in 1968

The School Play, “Speak for England, Arthur”

Franklin

plays Hugh, an MP

Matron plays Moggie, his wife

Miss Nisbitt plays Nursie, her nanny-
Brewster-Smith is the Narrator

The Headmaster and Tempest play various parts
All other parts are played by the boys

Stage Manager
Joe Brooks

Set Designer
Eddie Colton

Lighting & Sound Director
Nick Watkins

Musical Director
Rebecca Gunnell

Properties
Jan Stevenson

- Costumes
Ann Pond Eileen Dunnachie
& Carolyn Hewitt

On the Book
Chrissie Wathen

Set Construction
Saliann Colton Brian Curry
& The Company

Make-up
Pam Feltham & Enid Davies

Pyrotechnics
John Rouse

Transportation
Ken Lambert

Programme & Poster Design
Richard Neal

Publicity
Barry Baynton

Photography
Eddie Colton

Caller
Matthew Gill

Chaperone
Angela Ewing



