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Family run, with plenty of
experience and friendliness

by John Mortimer Directed by Richard Neal
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THE BEST DECORATING
STORE IN DORSET

e Dulux, Crown, Valspar
and Brolac Paint at
competitive Prices

e Large Wallpaper stock

e Pattern Book loan service

e Co-ordinating Fabrics and
Curtian make-up service

e Ceramic Tiles

e All decorating sundries
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Fresh Ground Coffee
Home Made Cakes & Pastries
Breakfast
Home Made Soups
Full & Varied Lunch Menu
A selection of children's meals
are available
Afternoon Teas

Our full menu is available All Day

NOW OPEN FOR
SUNDAY LUNCH
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All Functions catered for:
Office, Wedding, Christening
Divorce, Funeral

Sandwiches Rolls Cakes
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9 Leigh Road
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01202 849484
Free Delivery

NEW & USED CAR SALES

Fixed Price Repairs

& Servicing
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PETROLATTENDED SERVICE

23 West Street
Wimborne

Patrons Of

FURNITUI.E. .BEDS CARPETSECURTAINS LINENS
FREE HOME ESTIMIATING SERVICE

CURTAINS & LOOSE COVERS MADE IN OUR OWN WORKSHOPS

We wish Wimborne Drama every
success with this production at
The Tivoli
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HOME ENTERTAINMENT

WIMBORNE FERNDOWN
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Tel (01202) 882261

PRINTING
HIGH VOLUME
"B/W COPYING
o
XEROX B/W COPYING
(A2+ A1 - AO)

CANON COLOUR
COPYING (R4 -A3)

WIMBORNE
PRINT CENTRE

“where design
and print

- Jall neatly into place”
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Bayquest Ltd. POLYTHENE FOR PACKAGING
; _ (Bags, Sacks, Carriers, Tubing, etc.)

PLAIN OR PRINTED EX-STOCK or MADE TO ORDER
ALSO STRETCH-WRAP & S/A TAPES i

Phone David Calvert for Prices & Samples |

Tel: 01202 893473 Tel/Fax: 01202 870964 [
Unit 27, Uddens Ind. Est., Wimborne BH21 7LG i

LAUNDERETTE - EXPERT DRY CLEANING
OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY
SAME DAY QUALITY SERVICE WASHES
DUVETS - SLEEPING BAGS - BLANKETS
OWNER SUPERVISED - PARKING

4a LEIGH ROAD WIMBORNE 888263
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Electrolux ¢ Panasonic ¥ Numatic
VAX ¥ Hoover

EURONICS : THE POWER

CENTRE

EUROPE'S BIGGEST INDEPENDENT
ELECTRICAL BUYING GROUP
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. THE PRICE

No 1 The Square Wimborne 886450

and Crossways, 175 Station Road, West Moors 876869
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1-2 West Row, Wimborne
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Foreword
by John Mortimer

Everyone has, or had, a father. This
simple fact is perhaps, what has made A
Voyage Round My Father my most
popular play. It has been performed
often, in various parts of the world,
and I suppose the mixture of love,
exasperation, awe and ridicule we feel
for fathers has found an echo in all
sorts of audiences. In the nature of
things fathers die, we emerge from
their shadows and take their places. We
do our best not to repeat their mis-
takes, but live, inevitably, by some of
their rules. Our sons and daughters
will find us as lovable, detestable, wise
or ridiculous as we found our fathers
and perhaps they will end up writing
plays about us.

I suppose we all think our fathers are
not quite like anyone else in the world.
I Certain]y did. My father was no
doubt thought of as an eccentric and
yet, in spite of his alarming rages, he
was a fundamentally reasonable man
with a great deal of common sense.
Being reasonable he didn’t understand
why he should have to live exactly like
other people, or put up with things
which he hated, such as soft boiled
eggs, cold plates or visitors. You will, I
hope, get to know him well but per-
haps I could just give you a few clues to
start with.

My father’s name was Clifford
Mortimer. He was born at the end of
the last century, when Queen Victoria
was on the throne. He studied to be a
barrister, did very well in his exams

i 8 and

: specialised
. in divorce
. cases and

. cases about
people’s

L wills. A
barrister
is, of
course, the
- sort of
lawyer
who wears
a wig and
stands up in court cross questioning
witnesses and arguing a case. My father
was extremely good at his job and he was
not only an expert at arguing, he enjoyed
it immensely. At home, when he was not
in court, my father would say outrageous
things just for the pleasure of starting an
argument. It was his training and his
pleasure to take any side in an argument.

Just before the last war something
happened of great and tragic signifi-
cance in my father’s life and, inciden-
tally, in mine also. He went blind. He
never saw me as a grown-up person,
never saw my wife or his grandchil-
dren. From then on he never saw the
garden he loved so dearly. However,
and this is a matter of great importance
in understanding his character, he went
on potting plants and cutting off dead
flowers, he worked harder and for
longer hours in the garden than when he
could see. He made my mother or me
describe the garden in detail to him, and
he could always smell the flowers.

My father’s eyes had always been bad.
He finally went blind by hitting his head
and the force of the blow detached his
retinas, the layers at the back of the

Traditional Public House
Set in the very heart of Wimborne in
the town’s historic Cornmarket.
Why not come in for a bar
snack or sample one of
Eldridge Pope’s fine
beers in one of the
oldest pubs in
Wimborne
Wimborne
also houses a
quaint & historical
tea rooms and licensed
restaurant. Built in 1590, it
is one of the oldest buildings
in Wimborne. A warm welcome
awaits you whenever you visit us at

THE YEW TREE

Licensed Restaurant & Tea Rooms'
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Studio

the ultimate in male and
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The Friendly Place
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Players’ Notes

Joe Brooks has been with Wimborne Drama since 1960, and is an experienced actor
and director. Most recently he directed our production of Run For Your Wife in
February 1996. Val Mantle played Matron in Forty Years On (November 1996) and has
previously appeared in various productions for Broadstone Players and Ferndown
Drama Group. Paul Dodman takes his first speaking part with Wimborne Drama,
although he made a guest appearance as Gary Lineker earlier this year. Paul helps to
teach drama to youngsters in Boscombe. Ann Pond played Muriel in Woman In Mind
(June 1996) and was Assistant Director on An Evening With Gary Lineker.

Simon Jackson, Barry Baynton and Jeremy Austin all have vast experience locally. For
Wimborne Drama, Simon was lan in An Evening With Gary Lineker and Gerald in
Woman In Mind. Barry directed Forty Years On, Jeremy playing the Headmaster in
that production, and both tried to uphold the law in Run For Your Wife. Tony Willmett
will be familiar to you from his appearances in Woman in Mind and Run For Your Wife.
Carolyn Hewitt, Jan Stevenson and Chrissie Wathen are long-standing members of
Wimborne Drama and have been involved in numerous productions. All three ap-
peared in our October 1995 production of And So To Bed. More recently Chrissie was
Monica in An Evening With Gary Lineker.

Wayne Dewey and Alex Dunnachie return to the stage at the Tivoli following their
success in Forty Years On. We welcome Lucy Rossiter and Laura Hayes who both make
their debuts for the Club this week.

Richard Neal directed Woman In Mind last year. His acting credits include appearances
in An Evening With Gary Lineker, Forty Years On and Run For Your Wife.

Unique Creative Design
and Excellent
of Wimborne Craftsmanship

KITGC

Visit us now you won't regret i
Open Monday to Saturday 9am-5pm

!-,"TEEE"“ 3 Poole Road Wimborne
01202 881039

eyeball which are sensitive to light. No
doubt modern surgery could cure this
complaint. At that time there seemed to
be no cure and he spent the rest of his

life in darkness.

Faced with this stunning disability my
father’s courage took a curious form.
He simply ignored it. He didn’t adjust
his life to blindness. He didn’t have a
trained dog or read Braille books. He
continued to travel up to London by
train to do his cases in court. My
mother had to read out the evidence in
his divorce cases to him and she would
sit beside him in the carriage trying to
recite the awful stories of unfaithful
wives and husbands as quietly as

Reading aloud stories of cruelty,

adultery and wilful neglect
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' Wimborne Drama is always

pleased to welcome new faces to
its friendly club

To find out when we next meet,
speak to Richard or Chrissie on
(01202) 533867

Whatever your Sxqaif p
age or theatre W4l
experience, i
they would love to
hear from you
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possible. When the train ground to a
halt somewhere round Slough, all the
other people in the carriage would fall
silent, listening to my embarrassed
mother in the hope of learning some-
thing scandalous about the lives of
some close friend or relative,

What else can [ tell you about my
father? He was a very clean man who
always had two baths a day. He quoted
from Shakespeare at inappropriate
moments and he knew the Sherlock
Holmes stories very well, telling them
to me on long country walks. In the
country he wore old tweed suits much
darned by my mother and a collapsing
straw hat. He never really told me the
difference between right and wrong

4 but he set the standards, both in

writing and in living, which I have
tried, however unsuccessfully, to live
up to. From as far back as I can
remember he never condescended to

4 me as a child. He treated me as a
d grown-up person. [ have tried to do

the same thing with my children.

Photograph & illustration reproduced by kind
permission of John Mortimer

Look out for our next production at the
TIVOLI THEATRE

Fun filled & fast moving entertainment
for all the family

Mr Macaroni &
The Exploding

Pizza Pie

by John Gardiner & Fiz Coleman

11th-13th December 1997
includes Saturday matinee
Telephone the Box Office
01202 848014 for details




Salamander
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GOOD
COOKS’
SHOP
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57 High Street
Wimborne
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Sherborne
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A VOYAGE ROUND MY FATHER

by John Mortimer

Father

Son

Mother

Elizabeth

Son, as a boy/Daniel

Ringer Lean/Thong/Film Director/
Mr Morrow

Headmaster/George/Cameraman

Ham/1* Judge/2™ Judge/
Sparks/Doctor

Japhet/Boustead/Soundman

Matron/Miss Cox/Doris/
Social Worker

Mrs Reigate/Miss Baker/1* ATS/
Witness

2™ ATS
Reigate/Jonathan
[ris/Jennifer

Reigate’s Sister/Emily
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