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Welcome

HELLO and weicome to our
summer production. A slight
break from the nom as we
present a farcical comedy setin
the present day, written by
Michoel Cooney, son of "the
master of farce”, Ray. Michaei's
work i very much reminiscent of
his fathers and I'm sure as you
leave later you'll agree that the

apple doesn't fall too far from the
free. v
John Sivewright

I'm delighted to be making my
directorial debut for the group
with this production. | joined Wimborme Drama in 2012 after
walching the company's excellent version of Nogl Coward's HAY
FEVER, and having directed several piays for another amateur
society, | am very grateful to the committee that they've allowed
me to put this production on. Working with such a talented,
attentive and enthusiastic cast has made rehearsals a pleasure,
and I'm sure that their positive energy and hard work will lead to an
amusing and enjoyable night cut for you - or afterncon out for the
matinee crowd! You'll be seeing some actors taking on their
biggest parts wilh the group to dale, one newcomer and several
"older hands” back freading the boards after a break.

No production would be possible without the hard work of those
that you don't see on the stoge, but have put in many hours
behind the scenes. |'would like to offer my heartfelt thanks to the
backstage team for this show for making my job so painless. From
those who gave up quite a few of their sunny Sunday momings to
help construct and paint the set, to those who searched high and
low for suitable props for the show, your efforts are very much
appreciated.

That's enough from me, Il leave you in the hands of the cast. Enjoy
the show!

John Sivewright - Director




A chip off the old block

MICHAEL COONEY was bom in London in 1967 but hos been lorgely
resident in California since he left school. The son of farce-writer Ray
Cooney, he grew up in rehearsal rooms ameng famous aclors. His
father supperted him while he was trying fo moke it as a
photographer in Los Angeles for the four years he would have been
af university, but when the fime was up,
his father suggested he come home
ond have a go ot plays,

He wrote four plays in the mid 1990s,
the most successful being CASH ON
DELIVERY - a chip-off-the-old-block
farce which had arun in the West End
in 1994 directed by his father and
staming Bradley Walsh, Brian Murphy
and Frank Thomton.

“When | was writing CASH ON
DELIVERY," Michael Cooney told the
Daily Telegraph in 2005, “1'would sit
down with a cup of tea and talk to Ray
obout o dead end I'd got info. It was a
Michael Cooney whole new leaming curve forme. In
twao hours of continuows aclion you
<can'l just cut to the car chase. He would give me hints and thoughts.”

In 2003 he colloborated with his father on TOM, DICK AMD HARRY
which stamed the McGann brothers Mark, Joe and Stephen, ard
which had a run in the West End in 2005. But by now Michael
Caooney's imaginalion had drifted towards wiiling thriller and hormor,
including two shraight-to-video hormrer flicks about a homicidal
snowman JACK FROST and JACK FROST 2, in which his father look o
small role as an eccentric colonel whose neck is impaled on on icicle.

His big breakthrough come with IDENTITY (2003), staring John Cusack.
TThat's when | threw my heart into writing for the movies” he said,

In all he has written seven sereenplays including MURDER IN MIND
[adopted from his own stage play). THE | INSIDE and 6 SOULS. He has
also written a novel and several children's books. He is curently
working on a TV movie fhriller called RUNNER.



The five rules of farce

(according to Ray Cooney)

farce. n. a broadly 1: PLOT

hﬁmamus_ play bﬂISed on Not a “comedy” plot or o “funny”
:m;?&%::iﬁﬂ&om- the  Steryline. byl something potentially
genre of comedy tragic. Farce is more akin to fragedy

represented by works of this thanitis to comedy. The audience
kind; aludiicrous situation of - should understand what's ot stake for

action. [French ong. = z
stuffing, from Lafin farcire to the characters in the play.

stuff, used metaph. of short 4.
comic interudes in serious 2: CHARACTERS
plays] The characters must be real and

believabie - it is the situations they find
themselves in that are slightly out of the ordinary. Ordinary people
who are out of their depih in a predicament which is beyond thieir
confrol and they cre unable to contain. Tragedy again.

3: CAST
Actors need staming, precision and dexterity. And they must have a
generosity of spirit. Farce is teamwaork. There is no standing behind
beautiful menologues. It's mundane language. The characlers aren't
standing centre-stage, in a spofliight. intellec tualising albout their
predicament. They're rushing
about degling with it.

4: TIME

The play should be in "real
time" and the action
conlinuous. The two hours spent
in the thealre are two hours in
the existence of the characters
in the play.

5: INTELLIGENCE

Never underestimate the
inteligence of the audience -
they like to work for their
laughter,




CASH on
DfLIVRY

by Michael Cooney

Cast in order of appearance

Linda Swan  JAN BURSBY
Eric Swan  ALAN DESTER
Norman Bassett COLIN PILE
Mr Jenkins  SIMON JACKSON
Uncle George DAVID PILE
Sally Chessington AMY BEVAN
Dr Chapman JUDY GARRETT
Mr Forbright RUSS GUILLAUME
Ms Cowper VAL MANTLE
Brenda Dixon HEATHER SEATON

The play is set in the living room of 344 Chilton Road, just off the
Mile End Road in East London, It is just after 9am on a windy
October morming in the present day. The action is continuous

Running time approximately 2 hours 20 minutes
including o 20-minute inferval



earsal

Castn reh

Top left to right: Russ Guillaume, Amy Bevan, Judy Garett, Alan Dester
Bottomn left to right: Colin Pile, Jan Bursby, Healher Seaton, David File, Simon Jackson, Val Maontle



Creative Team

Director
Stage Manager
Set Design & Construction

Assistant Stage Managers

Costume Supervisor
Make-up Design

Prompt

Sound

Lighting

Tivoli Technical Manager

John Sivewright
Tracey Nicholls
Chris Durham
Colin Pile
Caraoline Bur
Moira Hawey
Lizzie Peters
Daisy Bumr

Jan Stevenson
Sam Moulton
Kieran Henshaw-Ray
Kyle Best

Production Acknowledgements

Plants loaned by Wimborne Garden Cenfre
Hospital trolley loaned by All Saints Dramatic Society
Praoperties loaned by Broadstone Players
Stretcher loaned by KCA Players
Washing machine loaned by Steve Oaten and Joe Prior

Also we acknowledge the help and support of:
Daisy Graphic
Forest FM
Gullivers Bookshop
Royal British Legion Wimborne
Wimborne Tourist Information Cenfre

Produced by Wimborme Drama at the Tiveli Theatre 3rd-5th July 2014



Meet the cast

AMY BEVAN [Sally Chessington)

Year joined Wimborne Drama:
This is my first show with
wimbome Drarma. Occupation:
Music student. Favourite
comedy role: Alice in
THOROUGHLY MODERN MILLIE at
The Regent Cenltre. Comedy
hero: Ricky Gervais, Last ime
you laughed like a drain:
Attermpling to walk down Corfe
Cantle hill but spent the majorily
of it falling over every few
seconds. How do you relax? A
glass of rosé and a good fim.

JAN BURSBY (Linda Swan)

Yeor joined Wimborne Drama:
2001, Occupation: Personal
Assistant. Favourite comedy role:
Ritain EDUCATING RITA,
Boundary Players, Farmham.
Comedy heroines: Maggie
Smith and Judi Dench, Last time
you laughed like a drain: The
speeches at my daughter's
wedding in Apri! How do you
relax? Getting away from it all -
whether thal's a simple drive in
the country or a fully fledged
heliclary.

ALAN DESTER (Eric Swan)

Year joined Wimborne Drama:
2011. Occupation: Technical
Solutions Specialist [pretend |
know what I'm falking about].
Favourite comedy role: Walter
Bryce in NATURAL CAUSES for
BLTC. Comedy here: John
Cleese - he is as mad a3 me. Last

fime you laughed like a drain:
During rehearsals for this play.
How do you relax? Flaying
computer games.

JUDY GARRETT [Dr Chapman)

Year joined Wimborne Drama:
2000, Occupation: Semi retired:
do some port time work os o
carer, also voluntary work in
local recepfion class. Favourite
comedy role: Constanza, the
Italian housekeeper in
ENCHANTED APRIL. Comedy
hercines: Julie Walters and
Victoria Wood. Last fime you
laughed like a drain: Walching
my new Labrador performing a
very comical, 'mad dog’ dance
all round our back gorden -

a daly event! How do you relax?
Reading. playing piano (not
really relaxing os | only storted os
a complate beginner last yearl)

RUSS GUILLAUME (Mr Forbright]

Year joined Wimborne Drama:
1942, Occupation: Relired.
Favourite comedy role: Feter
winter in The WHITE SHEEP OF THE
FAMILY. Comedy hero: Woody
Allen. Last fime you laughed like
a drain: Waiching a prefessional
performance of NOISES QFF.
How do you relax? Growing
vegelables and fruit,

SIMON JACKSON [Mr Jenkins)

Year jolned Wimbeorne Drama:
1977. Occupation: Refired.
Favourite comedy role:



Cormoustie Bligh in SAILOR
BEWARE. | have played him
twice: firstly for Penistone Players,
Yorkshire, 1965; then for St
Peler's Players, Bournemouth,
1985, Comedy hero: Noman
Wisdom. Last time you laughed
like a drain: Never, | am more of
a titterer. How do you relax?
Working in the garden.

VAL MANTLE (Ms Cowper)

Year jeined Wimbormne Drama:
19%6. Occupation:

Refired. Previouwsly employed in
receplion/secretarial/
accounting. Favourite comedy
role: Dofty in NOISES OFF with
Broadstone Players in 1998,
Comedy heroine: My comedy
heroine has been Julie Walters
for many years. Last ime you
laughed like a drain: During
rehearsals for THE IMPORTANCE
OF BEING EARMEST, wilh
Wimnborne Drama in 2010, when
Mark Everilt (who was playing
Ernest to my Lady Bracknell)
and [ had a it of unconfroliable
giggles and couldn't pull
ourselves fogether for several
minutes. Forfunately, we
managed not 1o 'goose’

during the performances! How
do you relax? | like to relaxina
nice warm bath and let all my
cares and woes drift

away! Acaah!

COLIN PILE [Norman Bassett)

Year joined Wimborne Drama:
2001. Occupation: Computer
Engineer. Favourite comedy

role: Melchior in ON THE
RAZILE. Comedy hero: Ronnie
Barker. Last time you laughed
like a drain: Can't rermember,
somy. How do you relax? | like
to play my flute.

DAVID PILE |Uncle George)

Year joined Wimborne Drama:
1999, Occupation: Retfired
aembulance officer. Favourite
comedy role: Merriman the
buller in THE IMPORTANCE OF
BEING EARMEST. Comedy hero:
Ronnie Borker. Last fime you
laughed like a drain: At [ast
rehearsal of CASH ON DELIVERY.
How do you relax? 3it down
and fall asleep, anylime,
anywhere.

HEATHER SEATON (Brende Dixon)

Year joined Wimborne Drama:
2012. Cccupation: Freelance
Floor Manager/Studio Director in
V. Favourite comedy role: Lady
Pamela Tooth, o member of the
Upper sel [get it?) in SLEEPING
BEAUTY for Theydon Bois Drama
Society near Epping Forest,
Essex. Comedy hero: Tim Vine,
Last ime you laughed like a
drain: When | recently saw
Bruce Forsyth in a Sunday night
concert wilh the STRICTLY COME
DANCING ORCHESTRA,. He
certainly knows how to work an
audience and his observalions
about how audiences don't
dress up fo go fo the theatre
anymore were hiarious. How do
you relax? Walking and playing
with my litle dog.



Wimborne Drama
Productions

A Man For
All Seasons

by Rebert Bol
A briliont porfrait of Sr Thomas More in his
last years as Lord Chancellor 1o Henry VIL
It cherts the dromatic downtal of amon
who paid the ulimate price when
personal conscience clashed with
SUDIEME power

TIVOLI THEATRE
16th - 18th Oclober 2014

THE LADYKILLERS

by Groham Linehon
From 1he Mosion Picturg Scrgonglay by
Willam Res o by wpeciol omangement with
Samue French Lid

The classic Ealing comedy broughl
to thiling life on stage

TIVOLI THEATRE
18th - 21st Feb 2015

Pride and Prejudice

Jane Austen's much loved comedy
adopted by Helen Jerome

OPEM AIR THEATRE IN THE
GROUNDS OF DEANS COURT

26th - 28th June 2015

President of

Wimborne Drama
Anthany Oliver MBE

Patrons of
Wimborne Drama

Frances Alton
Lynda Bellingham (H)
Roger Billings
Beverey Blehs
Robin Cook (H)
John Dickson
Maureen Dickson
Dorothy Dodman
George Dodmaon

Brian Dryden Domeslic
Appliances of Wimbome

Roy Hudd [H)
Roy Joseph (H)
Diann March
Michael Medwin [H)
Carol Neal
Peter Neal
Tina Nicholls
Anthony Oliver
Chrisfine Oliver
Anthony Paowley
Linda Pawley
Pamela Wood
H signifies honorary

Find us on
Facebook

, @WimborneDrama
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