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WELCOME

Hello and weloome to the Tivoli Theatre for this performance
of Agatha Christie’s dad Then There Were Kane.

This is the third Agatha Christie play | have directed in the past
few years, 5o it might seem a5 if | am m a bit of 2 rut, but [
enjoy her plays with all their twists and turns, andit’s 2
pleasure to see my talented cast bring the characlers ta lfe. |
hepe we will keep you guessing lo the very end.

Agatha Christie wrote the book on which the play is based in
1939 and adapted the story for the stage in 1943 with a
reworked ending. Many of you will have read the book, seen
the play or watched 2 flm version, and for those who haven, there should be enoagh twists and
turns 1o keep you guessing 1o the end. As lo which version this is.... well that would be lelfng.

As wsual with a Christie wark, some of the language used coubd be considered quaint or bas a
different meaning nowadays, and some is most definitely politically incomvect. However I think
wherever possible one should stick to the words writhen by the author more than seventy years
ago.

Before you seltle back in your seal, | would like to thank some of the people who have made (his
production possible. First the actors who unfailingly put their hearts and souls into leaning their
parts and becoming their characters; my stage manager Phyllis Spencer, whose fearless dedication
has been invaluable, and my son Colin who designed both the set and the sound, without both of
whose help [ could not have managed; and also to my wile Trish for putting up with the days and
weeks of boredom waiting for all this 1o go away, and especially for making the chair and caskion
covers for this production. And of course thank you to the Tivoli staff and volunteers who are
ahways so helplul; and the company backstage stafl who put many hours into ensuring props and
costumes are provided and are in the right place al the right time. Finally thanks to you - the
audience - for buying a ticket. So welcome to Soldier Island and enjoy the show,

David Pile
Director




QUEEN OF
CRIME

Agatha Mary Clarissa Miller was born in Torquay oa 15th
September 1890, the third child of a prosperous, oulgoing
American [ather, Frederick, and a shy English mother, Clara,
whem Agatha later described as a person who saw life and
peaple “in shades hal were slightly al variance with reality”.
Her childhood was a jovful one and she was educated al
lsome by ber mother or the oocasional governess. Agaths 25
tateght hersell to read at the age of four and amused herself by invenling games and staries.

When Agatha was eleven her father died and ber mother began lo travel, often taking Agatha with
her. With these carly trips began Agatha’s ebong love of adventure.

1 1912 Agatha met Archie Christie, a pilot in the Royal Flying Corps. After a tempestuous
romance, hey married on Christmas Eve 1914, by special licence, wilh Archie returning to the war
in France on Boxing Day.

Agatha was pot idle during the war, She became a nurse at the Red Cross Hospital in Tarquay and
worked in the dispensary. Sarrounded by poisons, she was inspired to take up her sister’s
challenge 1o write a deteclive story.

The Mysterious Affir at Styfes, with marder by poison and the first appearance of thal greal
fictional detective, Hercule Poirot, was finished in 1915 and published in 1920.

The book sobd anly 2,000 copies, however, and il was The Murder of Roger Ackrord published in
1926, vith an audacious bist to its tail, that truly launched her career.

A few months after its publication, a real lfe naystery vocurred when Agatha Christie disappeared
for eleven days before being found in a hotel in Harrogate. She never gave any explanation for her
behaviour, bat the recent death of her mother and her husband’s infidelity may have caused a




nervous breakdown; or it may have been a rather elaborate publicity stunt.

Agatha subsequenilly oblained a divorce and relurned to writing. Soon after she booked a passage
on Uhe Orient Express and travelled to Iraq to explore the recent archacological excavations there.
(n 2 second visil in 1930 she mel the archaeologist Max Mallowan. They were married the same
year, Although he was fourteen years her junior, their lives together were incredibly happy. Agatha
accompanied him on his anmual archaealogical expeditions for nearly 30 years.

And Thag There Were None was pablished as a novel in 1939, In her autobiography Agatha
Christie said:

“Twrote the book after a tremendous amount of planning, and | was pleased with what | had made
of it. It was clear, siraightforward, baffling, and yet had a perfectly reasanable explanation.”

The critics baved it —one of the “most genuinely bewildering Christies vet wrillen” said The
Mhserver— and sa too her readers. It is Agatha Christie's best-selling navel with more than 100
million sales to date, making it the world's best-selling mystery ever, and ane of the best-sefling
books of all time.

Encouraged by the positive response to the book, Agatka adapted the story for the stage. Directed
by Irene Hemtschel, it opened with a short run at the Wimbledon Theatre before transferring to St
James's Theatre in the West End in Hovember 1943, The following June it opened in New York and
ran for 421 performances,

In 1945 the first film version appeared, directed by Rene Clair, and starving Barry Filzgerald,
Walter Huston and Louis Hayward. Several more film versiors have follawed,

In 1971 Agatha Christie became a Danse of the British Empire.

At the timse of ber death, on 12th January 1976, she was the most famous delective story wriler in
the world. She was a quick worker and reckoned to finish 2 book in six weeks. She wrole eighty
crime novels and short story collections, six romantic povels under the name of Mary Westmacot,
nineteen plays and two volumes of aulobiagraphy. Her books continue o sellin their millions,
whilst screen and stage adaplations keep her image constantly in the public eve. She remains the
undisputed Queen of Crime.




TEN LITTLE SOLDIER BOYS

Ten little soldier boys
Went out to dine

One choked his little sell
And then there were Nine.

Nine little saldier boys

Sat up very late

One overslept himself
And then there were Eight.

Eight little soldier boys
Travelling in Devon

One get left behind

And then there were Seven.

Seven little soldier boys
Chopping up sticks

(ne chopped himself in halves
And then there were Six.

Six little soldier boys
Playing with a hive

A bumble bee stung one
And then there were Five.

Five little soldier boys
Going in for law

One got in Chancery

And then there were Four.

Four little soldier boys
Sailing out to sea

A red herring swallowed one
And then there were Three.

Three little soldier boys
Walking in the zoo

A big bear hugged one
And then there were Two.

Two little soldier boys
Sitting in the sun

One got frizzled up

And then there was One.

One little soldier boy
Leftall alone

He went and hanged himself
And then there were None.



Agatha Christie’s
AND THEN THERE WERE NONE
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OUR NEXT PRODUCTION:

Enchanted April

by Matthew Barber from the novel by Elizabeth von Amim
Thursday 1st - Saturday 3rd March 2012 at the Tivoli Theatre

When bwa London bousewives decide o rent 2 vila in laly for 2 hobiday away from their bleak manrages,

they recruit twa other, very fferent English women to share the cosd and the experience. Duriag their

enchanted month in the Ligurian vilk, the ladies fall under the spell of their idylBe, sun-drenc]
surroundings. There, amid the wisteria blossoms, they rediscover kaughter, leam new truths about

thenesebves asd find just the romance they need, though perhaps nol &eumlhq:;adh . Set
in 1922. This heartwarming comedy was nomimated for a Tony Award in 2003,

2




[l
SN hcartwar nnn cormedy
Piboutlovedimiendshipisirediscovery

hvonArnim

. Thursday Ist --"Sat'llr':d?_y' Srd March 2012 l

. L o
Evening performances :\I 790 pm=tlhickets 10
Saturday matince at 2.30 pm = Lickets £8
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